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Kate Bond Middle School
Ms. Emily Misconish

(901) 273-7145

ms.misconish.kbms@gmail.com
www.katebondprealgebra.weebly.com
Course Description
8th grade pre-algebra is critical for everyday life situations, as well as preparation for high school. While in 8th grade pre-algebra, students will grasp a better understanding of basic math knowledge through rigorous and challenging applications. Furthermore, students will be introduced to algebra which will be the foundation for algebra I, algebra II, geometry, and other courses in high school. Please read the following information as you and your student will be responsible for the information throughout the year.  This information is also posted on our class website www.katebondprealgebra.weebly.com, as well as our class calendar and important updates. Please check it weekly to stay updated!

Supply List  (By Monday, August 13th)


Classroom Rules
· 1 inch binder





Look, listen, and follow directions the first 

· 5 tab dividers





time they are given.

· College ruled loose-leaf paper



Enter the classroom prepared and ready to learn.

· Sharpened pencils – always at least 2 (NO PENS)
Always use class time for class work.

· Folder that can be placed in binder


Respect other.

· Pencil pouch that can be placed in binder

Never give up.

· Eraser

· 1 ream of copy paper




Classroom Expectations – Do your…

· Tablet of graph paper




Participate and be productive.

· Tissues






Ask and answer questions.

· Antibacterial gel





Respect others.

· Scientific Calculator (for use at home)

Try your hardest.

Discipline Plan
If a student breaks a rule stated above, or needs redirected for being off task, the following consequences will occur:

1st offense: Name on the board.

2nd offense: Name in the behavior book.

3rd offense: Phone call home (used to discuss ways in which we can work together to ensure student success and avoid future occurrences)

4th offense: Parent/teacher/student conference

5th offense: Referral to administration

In addition to these, a team conference may be requested in which the grade level teachers, S-team, and PBIS team may all meet together.

Grade Breakdown and Policy (100% Total Grade)


Grading Scale
20%
 Class work







A
100% - 93%

20%
 Participation







B 
92% - 85%

10%
 Homework







C 
84% - 76%

50%
 Quizzes/Tests/Projects





D 
75% - 70%

F 
Below 69%
Class work








(Worth 20% of the total grade)
After new material is introduced and practiced as a class, students will be given an opportunity to practice in class. This will occur in many different forms, including individual work, partner work, group work and a variety of activities. After the work is complete, students will often turn in a worksheet to indicate that they have completed the assignment. These assignments will sometimes be graded for completion and other times for correctness, depending on the assignment and counted toward class work. Participation will be graded based on a student’s interactions with others and engagement in the lesson for the day. 

Participation







(Worth 20% of the total grade)

Students will be graded based on their participation in the class, as well as on their interactions when doing group work or partner work. Therefore, a student who is asking and answering questions in class will earn a high participation grade, and vice versa. Additionally, a student’s attendance/tardies will be taken into consideration when their final participation grade is issued at the end of the 9 weeks. 

Homework








(Worth 10% of the total grade)
Homework will be assigned Monday-Thursday and typically will not be assigned over the weekend. Homework should not take more than 30 minutes to complete if the student is working diligently and used class time appropriately. A calculator will be needed at the house to complete homework assignments, per the supply list. Homework may not be made up, unless the student was absent, in which it is his or her responsibility to obtain it from the teacher. Homework will be graded for completion at times and correctness other times, but that will not be indicated when the assignment is given. All work must be shown to get full credit, but it will not be corrected. Homework is essentially for the student and if help is needed the student must reach out to the teacher. Each day homework is late, 10% is deducted and after 10 days, the homework will be a 0. Homework after 10 days will not be accepted. 

Quizzes/Tests/Projects






(Worth 50% of total grade)
Quizzes will be given every Friday in order to have students constantly studying and preparing themselves for unit tests and TCAP. Tests will also be given on Fridays when the unit is completed. Students will often be given study guides before unit exams and may stay after for extra help if needed and scheduled in advance. The goal for all assessments is 85% mastery to ensure success on the TCAP. If a student earns a low score on a quiz, it is encouraged that they retake the quiz after school at an arranged time. This can only occur when the unit is being studied, not after the unit test has been taken.

All collected assignments will be graded and returned to each student’s hanging folder within one week. Grades will be entered into PowerTeacher on the weekends and can be viewed on ParentConnect. Parent Connect is the best way to stay updated on your child’s progress. Please refer to it before reaching out concerning grades.
Attendance/Make-Up Work/Lost Work
During an absence, excused or unexcused, a student is allowed double number of days absent to make-up any missed work (i.e. 3 days absent, 6 days to make up work). It is the responsibility of the student to get the notes, complete the assignments, and turn them in. Students will not be asked for their work and until completed, it will remain a 0 in the grade book. All of these assignments can also be found online at the class website. Furthermore, if a student loses an assignment and needs to be issued another, they must obtain it from the website and print it themselves; late deductions will apply if it is not turned in on time. 

Please discuss this syllable with your child, then sign and date below and have your child return it to me.

PRINTED Child’s Name: ___________________________________________Signature:______________________________________
PRINTED Parent/Guardian Name: _________________________________________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature: ________________________________________________Date: _________________________________

